
Distilled Together
D E V E L O P M E N T  C O D E

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE  | February 26, 2026

DISTILLED TOGETHER

D E V E L O P M E N T  C O D E

LIN CO.
FORTFRANK 

• Where s igns  are  a l lowed and where they are  
proh ib i ted

• Permi t  requi rements  and rev iew processes
• General  s tandards  tha t  apply  to  a l l  s igns
• Clear  ru les  for  l igh t ing,  p lacement ,  s ize ,  and he igh t
• Main tenance,  sa fe t y,  and removal  o f  s igns
• More cons i s ten t  organizat ion across  s ign  t ype

PARKING, LOADING & CIRCULATION

SIGNAGE SIGN T YPES PERMIT TED BY USE T YPE

OVERVIEW OF IMPROVEMENTS
DRAFT PROJECTING SIGN STANDARDS 

SIGN T YPES ADDRESSED

Wall  Sign Ground Mounted Sign Window Sign

Incidental  SignElectronic  Message BoardMenu Board

Project ing Sign

Awning or Canopy Signs PS - - PS PS PS 7.09.A 

Electronic Message Boards - - - PS PS PS 7.09.B 

Ground Mounted Signs PS - - PS PS PS 7.09.C 

Incidental Signs PS - PS PS PS PS 7.09.D 

Interstate Business Signs Per Section 7.09.E.1 7.09.E 

Menu Board Signs - - - - PS - 7.09.F 

Monument Entrance Signs Per Section 7.09.G 7.09.G 

Non-Premises Advertising Signs - - - - CS CS 7.09.H 

Pole Signs - - - - PS PS 7.09.I 

Projecting Signs - - - PS PS PS 7.09.J 

Wall Signs PS - - PS PS PS 7.09.K 

Window Signs PS - - PS PS PS 7.09.L 

PS = Permitted with Standards 
CS = Conditional with Standards 

Shaded or “-“ = Prohibited 

SIGN TYPE
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TABLE 7.09-##: Projecting Signs 
REGULATION REQUIREMENT 

NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
Quantity 1 per parcel or storefront 
Maximum Area 8 square feet 
Maximum Projection 18 inches 
Required Clearance Bottom of Sign (Minimum): 8 feet above pedestrian ways 

Top of Sign (Maximum): 15 feet above pedestrian ways 
Illumination External only 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
*Same as non-residential districts 

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT & SPECIAL DISTRICTS 
*As specified in Article 9: Planned Development & Special Districts 

These s tandards  he lp  prevent  over-park ing,  improve 
s i te  des ign,  suppor t  walk ing and b ik ing,  reduce 
t ra ffic  conflic t s ,  and pro tec t  a i r  and water  
qual i t y —whi le  s t i l l  ensur ing adequate  access  for  
cus tomers ,  res idents ,  and del iver ies .

New development  must  meet  current  s tandards .  Expans ions ,  changes  in  
use ,  or  park ing lo t  changes  may t r igger  par t ia l  or  fu l l  compl iance,  
depending on the i r  scope.  Minor  renovat ions  and smal l  park ing changes  
are  general ly  exempt .

Th is  ar t ic le  es tabl i shes  c lear ,  conten t -neu t ra l  ru les  for  
s ignage throughout  the  Ci t y  o f  Frankfor t  and Frank l in  
Count y.  The goal  i s  to  a l low appropr ia te  s ignage for  
di f fe ren t  land uses  whi le  improv ing safe t y,  pro tec t ing 
communi t y  charac ter ,  and suppor t ing economic  
ac t iv i t y.  Th i s  i s  impor tan t  to :
• Reduce v i sual  c lu t te r  and pro tec ts  proper t y  va lues
• Improve t ra ffic  and pedes t r ian  safe t y
• Al ign s ign s ize ,  des ign,  and p lacement  wi th  bu i lding 

scale  and land use
• Promote  a t t rac t ive ,  coordinated s ignage tha t  reflec ts  

communi t y  ident i t y

APPROPRIATE APPLICABILIT Y

Park ing must  be se t  back f rom s t reets  and lo t  l ines ,  p laced to  
the  s ide or  rear  when poss ib le ,  separated f rom s idewalks ,  
and des igned so vehic les  do not  back in to  publ ic  s t reets .

Lots  must  be proper ly  paved,  drained,  s t r iped,  l i t ,  and 
landscaped.  Permeable  pavement  and green s tormwater  
pract ices  are  encouraged where appropr iate ,  whi le  gravel  i s  
l imi ted based on locat ion and context .

Required landscaping and screening reduce v isual  impacts ,  
manage s tormwater ,  and improve comfor t  for  pedes t r ians  
and nearby proper t ies .

PL ACEMENT & DESIGN

Larger  park ing areas  must  inc lude c lear ly  defined pedest r ian 
paths  that  safe ly  connect  bui ld ing entrances  to  s idewalks ,  
t ra i l s ,  t rans i t  s tops ,  and publ ic  r ights-of-way.

Park ing and dr ive  a is les  must  be des igned so vehic les  can 
enter  and exi t  safe ly  wi thout  back ing in to  publ ic  s t reets  or  
in ter fer ing wi th  t raffic  flow.

Park ing and dr ive  a is les  must  be des igned so vehic les  can 
enter  and exi t  safe ly  wi thout  back ing in to  publ ic  s t reets  or  
in ter fer ing wi th  t raffic  flow.

CIRCUL ATION AND SAFE T Y

• Permanent  s igns  (such as  wal l ,  ground,  monument ,  projec t ing,  and window s igns)
• Temporary s igns  wi th  c lear  l imi t s  on s ize,  locat ion,  and durat ion
• Electronic  message boards  wi th  s t r ic t  safe ty  and br ightness  s tandards
• Specia l  s ign types  inc luding menu boards ,  in ters ta te  bus iness  s igns ,  and entrance s igns

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
• Addi t ional  rev iew for  s igns  in  h is tor ic  and spec ia l  d is t r ic t s
• Sign Package P lans  a l low coordinated s ignage for  larger  or  complex developments
• Landscaping i s  required around many ground-mounted and f rees tanding s igns

RE THINKING PARKING
Appl icants  must  analyze actual  park ing demand based on 
use,  s ize ,  hours ,  employees ,  cus tomers ,  shared park ing 
opportuni t ies ,  and nearby on-s t reet  spaces .  Th is  he lps  avoid 
excess ive  park ing that  wastes  land and increases  runof f .

When required,  a  park ing p lan shows how vehic les ,  
pedes t r ians ,  b ikes ,  landscaping,  l ight ing,  drainage,  and 
access  a l l  work  together—ensur ing safe ,  funct ional ,  and 
wel l -des igned s i tes .

Uses  l ike  res taurants ,  banks ,  and car  washes  must  provide 
enough on-s i te  s tack ing space so wai t ing vehic les  do not  
b lock  park ing,  s idewalks ,  or  publ ic  roads.

Commerc ia l  and indus t r ia l  uses  must  provide appropr iate ly  
s ized,  wel l - located loading spaces  that  are  of f -s t reet ,  
screened f rom neighborhoods,  and des igned for  safe  t ruck  
movement .

STACKING AND LOADING
Table 5.02-1: Applicability of Parking, Loading, and Circulation Standards 

Site/Building Improvement 
Applicability of 

Parking, Loading, and Circulation Standards 
NEW CONSTRUCTION 

New Construction Full Compliance 
BUILDING EXPANSION / ADDITION 

Less than 25% of floor area N/A 
Less than 25% of floor area, but >2,000 sq. ft. Full compliance for  additional spaces required 

25 – 50% of floor area Full compliance for  additional spaces required 
>50% of floor Area Full Compliance 

EXTERIOR FAÇADE RENOVATION 
<25% of Façade Area N/A 

25 – 50% of Facade area N/A 
>50% of Façade Area N/A 

CHANGE OF USE / OCCUPANT 
Change in Use Only (No Expansion or Renovation) Must provide additional spaces per new use 

VEHICULAR USE AREA IMPROVEMENTS 
Parking Lot Expansion < 10 Spaces N/A 
Parking Lot Expansion > 10 spaces Full Compliance for New Spaces 

Resurfacing or Restriping[1] N/A 


