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TOPIC 4 |  DARK-SKY & LIGHTING PERFORMANCE
GOAL:     Regulat ing outdoor i l luminat ion,  s ign l ight ing ,  and glare to preser ve the night-  

t ime charac ter  of  both the bui l t  and natural  environments .

Sign Lighting is Still Lighting
Often times signage illumination is overlooked in zoning 
regulations. By introducing clear and appropriate sign 

illumination standards, businesses can still advertise during 
dark hours without compromising dark sky goals.

Balanced Approach to Lighting
Proper site lighting requires a balance between 

compliance, safety, and efficiency. By establishing 
standars for shielded fixtures with maximum limits on 

light spillover and controlled color temperatures, 
these standards ensure visibility across sites while 
preventing glare and trespass onto neighboring 

residential properties.

ILLUMINATION LEVELS,  COLORS,  AND TEMPERATURE

ALLOWING FOR APPROPRIATE SITE ILLUMINATION & FIXTURES

EXISTING CODE CHALLENGES

NIGHTIME GLARE

GLARE FROM SIGNAGE 
ILLUMINATION

LIGHT TRESPASS AND 
WARMTH LIMITS

PROPOSED UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE UPDATE

THE CHALLENGE
Tradi t ional  open,  unshielded outdoor l ight  fixtures 
al low l ight  to  escape horizontal ly  and upward.  This  
causes glare that  can dis trac t  dr ivers ,  d is turb nearby 
res idents ,  and contr ibute to night-sky l ight  pol lut ion.

APPROACH FOR UPDATE
I l luminat ion and l ight  fixture s i t ing and designs were 
s tudied to t ransi t ion commercial  developments  toward 
shielded,  downward-focused l ight ing that  i l luminates  
only the immediate s i te .

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
All  non-resident ial  outdoor l ight ing must  use fu l l  
cutof f  fixtures that  point  l ight  direc t ly  downward
to prevent  atmospheric  l ight  pol lut ion.  Non-cutof f  
fixtures are restr ic ted s tr ic t ly  to  decorat ive elements  
that  are not  to  exceed 12’  in  height .

THE CHALLENGE
Bright ,  flashing elec tronic  s igns cause s ignificant  v isual  
dis trac t ion for  dr ivers  and severe l ight  pol lut ion at  n ight  
in  res ident ial  areas i f  unshielded or  overly br ight .

APPROACH FOR UPDATE
Planners  analyzed ni t  levels  and the transi t ion
t imes of  digi tal  message boards to balance
business  v is ibi l i t y  wi th  publ ic  safet y and night-sky
preser vat ion.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
Elec tronic  s igns must  not  exceed 5,000 ni ts  dur ing the 
day and 500 ni ts  bet ween dusk and dawn,  requir ing 
automatic  dimmers and a 7-second message hold.  No 
scrol l ing ,  flashing ,  or  mot ion is  permit ted.

THE CHALLENGE 
Commercial  floodl ights  of ten spi l l  d irec t ly  into 
neighboring res ident ial  windows,  and cold blue -white  
l ight  creates  a harsh environment  that  dis turbs s leep 
cycles  and nocturnal  wi ldl i fe .

APPROACH FOR UPDATE
Staf f  establ ished precise ,  measurable l ight  metr ics  at  
proper t y boundaries  and analyzed color  spec trums to 
replace subjec t ive nuisance rules  with c lear,  enforceable 
l imi ts .

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
Staf f  establ ished precise ,  measurable l ight  metr ics  at  
proper t y boundaries  and analyzed color  spec trums to 
replace subjec t ive nuisance rules  with c lear,  enforceable 
l imi ts .

Section 8.01 and Section 8.02
Establ ishes the purpose and broad 

appl icabi l i t y  of  the outdoor l ight ing 
s tandards.  The s tandards establ ished do not  

apply to s ingle - ,  t wo-,  and three -family 
res ident ial  proper t ies .

Section 8.07.B.2. Lighting St yules
All  non-resident ial  l ights  must  use fu l l  

cut-of f  fixtures.  This  sec t ion also establ ishes 
height  and fixture s tandards to minimize 

external i t ies  and ambigui t y  around outdoor 
l ight ing .

Section 8.07.A .3. Lighting St yles
L imits  non-cut-of f  fixtures to decorat ive 

l ight ing such as pedestr ian s treet lamps with 
a maximum height  of  12 feet  to  minimize 

and reduce glare ef fec ts ,  whi le  al lowing for  
l ight ing that  improves pedestr ian safet y.

Section 15.02. Defini tions
Clearly define “Reader Board” and “Sign,  

Changeable Copy ” which are s ign t ypes 
that  of ten inc lude elec tronic  message 

boards and i l luminat ion.

Section 7.09.B. Electronic Message Boards
Establ ishes s tandards for  e lec tronic  message 

boards that  are integrated into s ign s truc tures.  
These displays are only permit ted for  cer tain use 

t ypes in  defined locat ions.  Addi t ional ly,  the 
operat ion and i l luminat ion of  the s igns must  

meet  pre -establ ished s tandards.

Section 7.13. Sign Lighting
Establ ishes requirements  for  al l  s ign i l luminat ion 

inc luding non-glare and shield l ight ing ,  
prevent ing dis trac t ions for  motor is ts  and traffic 
hazards,  and l ight ing intensi t y  to  prevent  spi l l  
over  to adjacent  proper t ies  and r ights-of-way.

Section 8.05.
Establ ishes how l ight  t respass is  official ly  

measured in  footcandles  at  the ground 
level .

Section 8.06.
In  order  to demonstrate compl iance ,  

appl icants  must  provide a L ight ing Plan in  
the form of  a photometr ic  plan showing 

fixture locat ions,  height ,  and foot-candle 
measurements  throughout  the s i te  and 

along al l  receiving proper t y l ines.

Table 8.07-1.
L imits  l ight  t respass to a maximum of  0.5 

footcandles  at  any res ident ial  proper t y l ine 
to avoid l ight  spi l lover  and glare in  

addi t ion to fu l l  cut-of f  fixtures
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AAwwnniinngg  oorr  CCaannooppyy  SSiiggnnss  PS - - PS PS PS 7.09.A 

EElleeccttrroonniicc  MMeessssaaggee  BBooaarrddss  - - - PS PS PS 7.09.B 

GGrroouunndd  MMoouunntteedd  SSiiggnnss  PS - - PS PS PS 7.09.C 

IInncciiddeennttaall  SSiiggnnss  PS - PS PS PS PS 7.09.D 

IInntteerrssttaattee  BBuussiinneessss  SSiiggnnss  Per Section 7.09.E.1 7.09.E 

MMeennuu  BBooaarrdd  SSiiggnnss  - - - - PS - 7.09.F 

MMoonnuummeenntt  EEnnttrraannccee  SSiiggnnss  Per Section 7.09.G 7.09.G 

PPoollee  SSiiggnnss  - - - - PS PS 7.09.H 

PPrroojjeeccttiinngg  SSiiggnnss  - - - PS PS PS 7.09.I 

WWaallll  SSiiggnnss  PS - - PS PS PS 7.09.J 

WWiinnddooww  SSiiggnnss  PS - - PS PS PS 7.09.K 
PS Permitted with Standards 
Shaded / “-“ Prohibited 

SIGNAGE ILLUMINATION BAL ANCING MARKE T & ENVIRONMENT

Exempt Lighting

Lighting Fixture Types

Prohibited Lighting

Outdoor l ight ing s tandards promote safet y,  secur i t y,  and vis ibi l i t y  whi le  protec t ing neighborhood charac ter.  Regulat ions 
have been designed to reduce glare ,  l ight  t respass,  and night  sky pol lut ion,  ensur ing l ight  func t ional i t y  without  intrus ive to 
nearby proper t ies  or  roadways.  Standards apply to new and replacement  outdoor l ight ing on non-resident ial  s i tes .

• Searchl ights ,  beacons ,  lasers ,   
 or  flashing l ights

• High- in tens i ty  decorat ive    
 l ight ing

• Bui ld ing out l ine  or  “ t rac ing”  
 l ight ing

• Temporary hol iday l ight ing
• Gas or  flame-based l ight ing
• Emergency and publ ic  safe ty     

 l ight ing
• Street  and t raffic  l ights
• Light ing required by federal     

 agencies

Fixture Height
• Bui ld ing-mounted l ights  may not  exceed bui ld ing height
• Frees tanding l ights  are  l imi ted to  24 feet
• Decorat ive  f rees tanding l ights  are  l imi ted to  12 feet

Style & Direction
• Light ing must  be sh ie lded and direc ted downward
• Parking lo t  l ights  must  use  fu l l  cu tof f  fixtures
• Wall  l ights  must  be sh ie lded by arch i tec ture  or  cu tof f  devices
• Maximum color  temperature:  4 ,000 Kelv in
• Fixture  s ty le  should reflect  the  surrounding character

Lighting Levels Regulated
• Light ing must  s tay on-s i te  and protec t  ne ighbors :
• Adjacent  to  res ident ia l  uses :  0 .5 footcandles  max
• Adjacent  to  non-res ident ia l  uses :  1 .0 footcandles  max

TTaabbllee  88..0077--11::  MMaaxxiimmuumm  IIlllluummiinnaattiioonn  LLeevveellss  
WWhheenn  aa  nnoonn--rreessiiddeennttiiaall  llaanndd  uussee  iiss  

aaddjjaacceenntt  ttoo  aa……  
TThhee  mmaaxxiimmuumm  iilllluummiinnaattiioonn  lleevveell  aatt  tthhee  

pprrooppeerrttyy  lliinnee  iiss……  
SSiinnggllee--ffaammiillyy  oorr  ttwwoo--ffaammiillyy  ddwweelllliinngg  0.5 footcandles 

MMuullttii--ffaammiillyy  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  0.5 footcandles 
NNoonn--rreessiiddeennttiiaall  uussee  1.0 footcandles 

Source: google images

Source: google images

Source: google images

Source: google images

Source: google images


